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our hosts were invariably well-informed, intelligent, and com-
municative.   And We would sit for an hour, hearing of the
valley in times gone by, of stories and legends told them by
their grandparents, and of the changes and improvements in
the village in their time.     Here we are on the extreme eastern
boundary of French Switzerland,    The people are descendants
of the Burgundian settlers who, a thousand years ago, trudged
up into the wilds from the country to the West in search of
fresh fields and pastures new.   A mile  and a half from the
Chateau is a gorge of the Sarine, now spanned by a railway
bridge3 where the Burgundian immigrants, making their way
eastward, met one of the Allemani tribes which had come down
through the valley of the Simmen from the Lake of Thun.
Neither would  at first give way in its  progress,  and here
they   fought   during the whole   day.     The   next   morning
brought   wiser   counsels.      The   sides   were   about   equally
matched.    So they shook hands and decided to make the
gorge the boundary of the two races;   and this it has re-
mained from that day.    In the chalet on our side of the
ravine   the   people   talk   French   only, for few attempt to
master the difficult German tongue.     On the other side of
the road the language is German;  and the German - Swiss
Is more enterprising than his neighbour, and often can talk
a little French.    The two races are in character and looks
as different as they are in language.    The Burgundian, on
our side of the border, is a tall, good-looking, cheery, happy-
go-lucky, pleasant companion.   Across the line, the square,
sturdy little Berner is "solid" and worthy, but not so pleasant
in intercourse as his French neighbour.    Still, if you want
your work done carefully and up to time, you will call in
a   man   from   the   little   town   across  the   German  border
rather than confide it to your good-natured but not always
very exact friend in the village of Rougemont    And with
these people we have now lived very happily for six years,
making of them warm friends, and getting to know them
intimately and admire their fine qualities, and the marvellous
way in which they govern themselves and live happily and